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There is one whose rash words are like sword thrusts, but the tongue of the wise brings healing.
Proverbs 12:18

If our rash words are like sword thrusts then our rash actions are capable of detonating in the megatons. Man
has been plagued with both since the fall. We have lost focus on what we were created to be. We were created
in the image of God. We were created in the image of a fierce, loving God. We seem to forget this. It is easy to
be rash, to be too strong, to be overpowering. It is easy to push people out of the way and not care who our
boots just trampled. We also are quite adept at stepping out of the way of a charging bull, even if it means that
someone else takes the brunt of the assault. We are facing futility all day long. We can either push too much
and break something or push too little and watch something crash and burn. Surely we have lost sight of
something.

We have lost sight of God. In this age of grace, we have lost sight of Jesus. We let Satan destroy our senses. We
let Satan trample on those whom we love. We should be fighting with the strength of Christ for those around
us, for the women we know. We should be but we do not always take a stand. We do not take hold of the
spiritual strength God has given us.

We know that all women were once little girls. We know that against that innocence and beauty, the enemy
rages. Satan abhors the splendor and beauty of women. His arrows are aimed quite often at women. He
focuses on trampling, destroying, binding, disabling, and imprisoning women. Jesus is the only who can break
the bars of iron, the only one with the keys to unlock their hearts. As men, we must not do the work of Satan. In
every area where we are tempted to treat women as anything less than the crown of our Lord’s creation, we
must resist Satan.

We must help woman fight for intimacy with God. When woman are loved, they are beautiful, it is God (and
God alone) who must love them to make them beautiful. We must fight to keep the thief from stealing this
from them.

We must have a present strength that reflects God — that shows the God who is mighty to save. Our strength
should not hurt, maim, or wound. It should also be noticeable, present. “To experience the strength of man is
to have him speak on our behalf” We must stand as a shield between women and the assaults of the Enemy.
“Strength is what the world longs to experience from a man.”

Our strength must highlight their beauty. Beauty first comes from within. We must make this known, that
beauty is not something that is first outward. Beauty is found deep within; we must draw it out, like water from
a well. Our strength should be seen as we take the time to draw the beauty out of the well. For the beauty of
women will call forth Life.

In the difficult times, when we do not see the fruit in our actions or even feel that we are falling and failing, we
must continue to offer our strength. For we are not ignorant of the schemes of the enemy. He comes to steal,
kill, and destroy.

The enemy delights in our brokenness. He delights to see us fall as he is fallen. All around us, a battle rages. The
enemy has our hearts in his sights. Satan desires to destroy, as he did in the garden, the beauty and life of Eve.
As he gains footholds, he will bind them and enslave them. He is the father of all lies.

We must fight to remind the daughters of Eve that they have something offer. The beauty of the Lord was
placed most prominently in Eve. Women have something to offer, they offer the image of God that we do not

1 | Ben Reese



Thoughts Regarding “Captivating” | 2010

have. They have what we cannot have. At the end of the day, we must offer our strength, our passion, our
energies to help women become all that God wants them to be.

Hearts are fragile. It is easy to break a heart, to destroy, to bring death. Our flesh is bound up with the patterns
of this world. We must entrust our hearts to God. It is through him that we are able to be all we are meant to
be.

We cannot make the mistake of treating women as men. We are gloriously different. Created to display
different aspects of God. We must take all thoughts captive and wage a ruthless war against the enemy. We
must stand for women and not feed into the shame that Satan flings at them. We must not impart
abandonment. As Christ gave himself, even to death, for the Church; so must we give of ourselves for women.

We must guard our words and actions. We do not want to have tongues that are like swords. We also do not
want lips that lay inactive. We want to have lips that bring healing.

| feel very blessed to be surrounded by you women of God. You show the beauty of the redeemed Eve and it is
great to see you walking with Jesus and relying primarily on Him for your strength and your portion. You have
helped to show me who women can be in this world. | am glad to have read Captivating, it was very insightful.
It is my desire to honor and respect you each as women in this community and | will strive with all the strength |
can to do that. | know that I’'m not doing this alone and that the community will help me in the places that | am
weak.

So, thank you for asking me to read this book. | pray that you are blessed in the Lord and that He is your portion
and that His joy is your strength!

I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and
acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the
renewal of your mind, that by testing you may discern what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and
perfect.

Romans 12:1-2

Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you.
James 4:7

Now to him who is able to do far more abundantly than all that we ask or think, according to the power at work
within us, to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, forever and ever. Amen.
Ephesians 3:20-21
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